
2018 CELEBRATION OF THE HUMANITIES  
October 4, 2018

Date:  Thursday, October 4, 2018
Time: 5:30-6:30pm VIP Reception with the Honorees 
 6:30-8:30pm Celebration Reception and Award Presentation
Location:  Renaissance Providence Downtown Hotel, 5 Avenue of the Arts, Providence 
Honorary Chairs: Donald & Maia Farish
Event Co-Chairs: Touba Ghadessi & John Richard, Jessica L.  & Aaron Q. Weinstein
Event Committee:    Becca Bertrand, Diana DeCesaris Champa, Alex Chiulli, Liz Crawford, Morgan Devlin, Judith Dupré, Elizabeth 

Francis, Holly Gaboriault, Touba Ghadessi, Megan Hamlin-Black, Rachael Jeffers, Rebecca Riley, Jessica L. Weinstein, 
Robin Wetherill

Contact:  Rachael Jeffers, Development & Communications Officer 
email: rachael@rihumanities.org; phone: 401-273-2250

About The Rhode Island Council for the Humanities
The Rhode Island Council for the Humanities seeds, supports, and strengthens public history, cultural heritage, civic education, and com-
munity engagement by and for all Rhode Islanders. As an independent, nonprofit affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
the Council has provided over $8 million in grants to support more than 650 organizations throughout the state of Rhode Island, as well 
as independent researchers, filmmakers, scholars, and oral historians, since its founding in 1973. The Council further supports community 
engagement in many other ways. 

Sponsor the Celebration of the Humanities
Sponsorships demonstrate your support for outstanding humanities in Rhode Island. We are grateful for your partnership! See enclosed 
card for details and benefits. 

Deadlines:
Invitation Inclusion: July 27, 2018
Program Inclusion: September 14, 2018

All ticket purchases are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Event Program Advertisements
Show your support for the public humanities, promote your business, or honor an awardee by placing an ad in the Celebration of the 
Humanities program book. Event program ads are included in the Presenter, Champion, and Visionary sponsorship levels. Ad space is also 
available at the following rates: 

Art must be at least 300dpi; no bleeds on ad pages. Print-ready PDF files are preferred.

Please use the attached form to reserve your ad space. Fully designed ads must be at least 300 dpi without bleeds and submitted by  
Friday, September 14, 2018 to rachael@rihumanities.org.  Print-ready PDF files are preferred.  If you would like a place a written message 
only, we are happy to insert this in your ad space for you. Event tickets must be purchased separately.

Single Tickets
Individual: $100
Student:   $50

Inside Front or Inside 
Back Cover Ad ($1,000)
5” wide x 8” tall, full color

Full Page Ad  
($750)

5” wide x 8” tall, b&w

Half Page Ad 
($500)

5” wide x 4” tall, b&w

Quarter Page Ad 
($250)

2.25” wide x 4” tall, b&w

Event Overview



2018 Celebration of the Humanities Honorees

Honorary CHairs’ award for Lifetime aCHievement in tHe Humanities
Rabbi Wayne M. Franklin, Temple Emanu-El, Providence; leader of interfaith dialogues

The Lifetime Achievement Award celebrates career achievements that demonstrate humanities excellence, 
reflect the Council’s mission and core values, and enrich public life in Rhode Island. The 2018 Award recogniz-
es Rabbi Wayne M. Franklin for over three decades of service as a faith leader, educator, and advocate for civic 
dialogue. A graduate of Yeshiva University and the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, Rabbi Franklin 
was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Divinity from Providence College in 2017. Rabbi Franklin chaired the 
Mayor’s Task Force on Youth Engagement and was a member of the Providence Faith, Community, and Law 
Enforcement Leaders Dialogue Group, which worked to build understanding and trust rooted in empathy. 
Rabbi Franklin bridges issues of faith and politics –valuing our humanity and shared experience over differences 
of opinion.

tom roberts Prize for Creative aCHievement in tHe Humanities
Francis Parra, Co-Founder and Artistic Director, ECAS Theater

The Tom Roberts Prize celebrates creativity in topics, disciplines, and formats that extend the field of the 
humanities. This year, the Prize honors Francis Parra for over 20 years of creative leadership of Teatro ECAS, 
the state’s only Spanish-language theater. Born in the Dominican Republic, Parra graduated from APEC Uni-
versity in Santa Domingo. Parra bridges the humanities and arts with programming that exposes Rhode Island 
audiences to Latin American literature and scholarship as well as Spanish-language performance. A powerful 
cultural leader, Parra makes connections between artistic practice and our state’s demographic changes, en-
suring opportunities for the growing population of immigrants and Rhode Island-born children of immigrants to 
see their own stories reflected in literature and performance. 

innovation in tHe Humanities award
Stages of Freedom 

Recognizing the innovative implementation of the humanities by an organization to achieve a specific goal, 
this year’s Award is presented to Stages of Freedom. Stages of Freedom, and the organization’s leaders, Ray 
Rickman and Robb Dimmick, have a long history of bridging cultures and audiences, embracing shared cultural 
heritage, and empowering youth. Through research and publishing, theater and performance, and exhibitions of 
art and history Stages of Freedom is developing a new model for how an organization can form lasting partner-
ships, and engage substantial, diverse audiences as they uncover, represent, and empower African-American 
history in Rhode Island. 

PubLiC Humanities sCHoLar award
Taylor Polites, Writer, Educator, and Researcher

The Scholar Award recognizes outstanding public humanities work in teaching and scholarship that advances 
the civic and cultural life of Rhode Island. This year, the Award honors Taylor Polites for his historical fiction 
writing, research, teaching, and creative interpretations of Rhode Island history for public audiences. Polites 
expertly bridges history, art, and literature working with artists, activists, archivists, and scholars with boundless 
interdisciplinary imagination and energy. He partners with Ann Hood and Hester Kaplan in Goat Hill, a collab-
oration dedicated to bringing writers and writing professionals to Southern New England, and works with local 
organizations to cultivate storytelling and community. He teaches in the Newport MFA program at Salve Re-
gina University, in the Maslow Family Creative Writing MFA program at Wilkes University, at the Rhode Island 
School of Design, and at Roger Williams University. Polites exemplifies an inclusive approach to scholarship 
and public engagement in the humanities and is a bridge through his efforts to value individual voices.

This year’s Celebration theme of BRIDGE is exemplified by each of our honorees whose work in communities of many 
faiths and backgrounds shows how the humanities link diverse communities, increase access to culture and education, span 

understanding the past and imagining the future, connect to societal challenges, and strengthen the ties between  
information, awareness, and democracy.



Reply Form

   Yes! We will support the Celebration of the Humanities with…
A sponsorship at the following level:
     Presenting Sponsor ($10,000)      Catalyst ($1,000)
     Champion Sponsor ($5,000)       Humanist ($500)
     Visionary Sponsor ($2,500)       Partner ($300)

Additional tickets at the following level(s):
     Individual ($100)         Student ($50) 

A program book ad / personal message at the following level:
     Inside front or back cover ($1,000)       Half page ($500)
     Full page ($750)         Quarter page ($250)

    We cannot attend but would like to make a gift of $                       
to the Celebration of the Humanities. 

Contact Info
Recognition Name:  
     (As it should appear in the program book)
Contact Name:  
Organization:  
Address:  
Phone:                                                        Email:  

Payment
   Please send an invoice
   My check is enclosed, made payable to the Rhode Island Council for the Humanities
   Please charge my credit card:

Card #:                                                Exp Date:                                                    
Card Type (circle one):   Visa Mastercard American Express
Name on Card:          

Return completed form to:
Rachael Jeffers, Rhode Island Council for the Humanities 
131 Washington Street, Suite 210, Providence, RI 02903

Email: rachael@rihumanities.org / Questions? Call (401) 273-2250
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