
In October, Rhode Island Humanities 
celebrated our 50th anniversary in a rare and exciting 
display of culture, history, and visions of civic life. 

Over 220 people attended a mini film festival; explored 
an exhibition of vivid posters for public projects that 
shaped and inspired communities; created connections 
during Leavings, the communal activity; and expressed 
hopes and dreams in the Future50 portrait studio. 

This event was free and open to the public and hosted 
at the WaterFire Arts Center in Providence. Special 
thanks to the community members who joined us, and 
to our sponsors, partners, and vendors for making this 
celebration such a success!
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0
FEST

EXPLORE  
a recap of  
the day on 
our website! 

   50Fest was a who’s who  
of Rhode Island—it was  
a great experience! 
david liddle, attendee

50Fest celebrated  
the best in all of us!   
tiffini bowers, board member

rihumanities.org/ 
50-fest



2023 GRANT RECIPIENTS

RI Civic Health Index Wins National Award 
At the 2023 National Humanities Conference in Indianapolis, the Federation 
of State Humanities Councils presented the 2023 Schwartz Prize for out-
standing work in the public humanities to RI Humanities for the 2022 RI Civic 
Health Index. Produced by RI Humanities in in partnership with the National 
Conference on Citizenship and the RI Department of State, this first-ever 
report serves as an essential tool for building shared understanding and  
catalyzing action to improve civic health, including through the humanities. 

PUBLIC PROJECT  
GRANTS

MAJOR GRANT AWARDS
 
ANARCHESTRA FOUNDATION,  
$5,245 to Exploding Sound: Lecture  
and Workshop Series

CULTURAL SOCIETY, $5,000 to  
Preliminary Research for Museum of  
Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders  
(AAPI) History & Culture

DESIGNxRI, $12,000 to  
DESIGNxREDEFINE (DXRE)

FIRSTWORKS, $12,000 to  
FirstWorks “Hacking the Classics”

GENERATION CITIZEN, $11,637.50  
to Rhode Island Civic Learning Week

LITARTS RI, $8,736 to “Regenerating and 
Sustaining” with RI Creatives of Color

MANTON AVENUE PROJECT,  
$12,000 to Imagining a Healthier  
Democracy: Devising Workshops Using  
Legislative and Image Theatre

NEWPORTFILM, $12,000 to  
Community Impact Screenings

OASIS INTERNATIONAL, $10,300  
to Oasis Spring Break Youth Program

OPERATION STAND DOWN  
RHODE ISLAND, $12,000 to  
Providence Clemente Veterans Initiative

RHODE ISLAND LATINO ARTS, 
$12,000 to Las Abuelas Cuentan |  
Our Elders As Storytellers

MINI GRANT AWARDS

ALL SAINTS’ MEMORIAL CHURCH, 
$2,000 to The Wisdom of the African  
American Spirituals Tradition

BROWN UNIVERSITY, $1,996 to  
Reimagining New England Histories:  
Teacher Professional Development

THE EMPOWERMENT FACTORY, 
$2,000 to Creative Squad After-School 
Programming for Underserved  
Elementary Youth

FRIENDS OF LINDEN PLACE, $1,514 
to Joseph Banigan, Samuel Pomeroy Colt,  
and the United States Rubber Company

FRIENDS OF THE POKANOKET  
TRIBE, $2,000 to Pokanoket Heritage  
Day Support

GEAR PRODUCTIONS, $2,000 to  
We Go Way, Way Back

HOPE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION,  
$2,000 to The Scituate Story Project

KINGSTON CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH, $2,000 to Witness Stones 
Project: Kingston, Rhode Island

NEWPORT ART MUSEUM, $2,000  
to ¡Qué Vivan los Muertos! A Day of the  
Dead Celebration
 
NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 
$2,000 to French in Newport Living  
History Weekend

NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY, $1,600 
to Arts & Humanities Residency at Norman 
Bird Sanctuary

PRESERVE RHODE ISLAND, $2,000  
to Jane’s Walk Providence 2023

PROVIDENCE ART CLUB, $2,000 to 
Building Bannister Panel Discussion

PROVIDENCE COLLEGE, $1,869  
to Rhode Island and the Politics of Slavery:  
The 1836 Debate Over the Gag Rule

QUEER.ARCHIVE.WORK, $2,000  
to Queer/Trans Zinefest (QTZ) 2023

RHODE ISLAND BLACK FILM 
FESTIVAL, $2,000 to  6th Annual  
Rhode Island Black Film Festival:  
Black Culture in Film

RHODE ISLAND CENTER FOR  
THE BOOK, $2,000 to Rhody Radio

SOUTH COUNTY MUSEUM, $1,975  
to Summer Speaker Series

WARREN PRESERVATION SOCIETY, 
$2,000 to Bristol County Enslaved  
History Project

DOCUMENTARY FILM  
& MEDIA GRANTS

MAJOR GRANT AWARDS
 
ARMENIAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIA-
TION OF RHODE ISLAND, $5,000 to 
Armenian Chronicles: A Living History

CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT DOCU-
MENTARY, $4,999 to Rum, Slavery, and the 
American Revolution 

COMMUNITY LIBRARIES OF 
PROVIDENCE, $4,961 to Quikuchá

GRANTMAKING
In FY23, we awarded 41 grants in support of public history, cultural heritage,  
civic education, and community engagement. At the core of our mission, 
grantmaking ensures vibrant humanities organizations and practitioners across  
the state have financial support, access to best practices in public humanities,  
and connections to Rhode Island’s vibrant cultural sector.

Making Waves, Navigating Currents of Change
The National Humanities Conference will be held in Providence this 
November. This national conference is organized by the Federation of State 
Humanities Councils and the National Humanities Alliance, with support from 
RI Humanities, and draws hundreds of attendees from across the country—
providing a unique opportunity to highlight the dynamic public humanities 
ecosystem in the Ocean State. The connection between water and human 
communities, behavior, and decisions over millennia inspires the conference’s 
theme of Making Waves, Navigating Currents of Change. 

$183,748AWARDED
2023 By the Numbers 
As we build on the impact of recovery grantmaking and invest in the future, 
RI Humanities put 68% of our annual spending directly towards grants and 
humanities initiatives in 2023. Diverse sources of public and private funding 
ensure our ability to adapt, respond, and collaborate to reach more people, 
provide resources, and enhance the cultural ecosystem statewide.  

DOCUMENTARY EDUCATIONAL  
RESOURCES, $5,000 to “Call Us  
Fishermen,” A Documentary Film on  
Women in Commercial Fishing in  
Southeast New England

MINI GRANT AWARDS 
 
TIKKUN OLAM PRODUCTIONS, 
$2,000 to Breakin’ Away

INDIVIDUAL  
RESEARCHERS

MINI GRANT AWARDS
 
MARTHA KOCH, $2,000  
to Deep Mapping Providence’s Artist-Run 
Collectives and Land-Use Regulations

MATTHEW LAWRENCE, $2,000 to 
Scandalous Conduct / Senate Inquiry

JESSICA PEARSON, $1,915 to  
The Radical Space Where Dance and  
African American Identity Grew to its  
Fullest Potential

SOPHIA RICHTER, $2,000  
to Rhode Island Fisheries Oral  
History Project

MICHAEL SIMPSON, $2,000  
to On This Day Rhode Island

BEN SISTO, $2,000  
to Reinsulator

rihumanities.org/ 
national-humanities-conference

rihumanities.org/ 
ri-civic-health-index

PEOPLE REACHED by
RI Humanities grant-funded projects15K+

PEOPLE ATTENDED  
Civic Health Index-related events1,300

RHODE TOUR USERS engaged  
with 37 tours and 366 stories45K

PEOPLE EXERIENCED  
Civic Health Index traveling exhibit26K

When we 
recognize the 

humanities as  
by and for everyone,  

our communities are 
healthier and our  

democracy is stronger. 

“ Receiving the Schwartz Prize underscores—at a time 
when it matters deeply—that humanities are essential 
to civic health and how we understand our world from 
varied perspectives.    

elizabeth francis, Executive Director

83.5% National Endowment for the  
             Humanities (NEH): General Support,  
             ARPA Relief Funding, and National  
             History Day Funding                
16.5%   Gifts, Sponsorships, Grants from     
             foundations and other funders

FY23 Revenue

34%  Humanities Initiatives      
34%  Grantmaking 
18%   Organizational Support  
14%   Fundraising       
     

FY23 Expenses                  

rihumanities.org/grants/ 
recent-grants

DEVELOP our operations and organization to promote  
diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility.  

STRENGTHEN Rhode Island’s cultural sector and civic health 
through grantmaking and humanities initiatives. 

IMPLEMENT engagement that prioritizes community  
perspectives, connects the humanities to societal challenges, 
inspires the public, and networks constituencies.  

DEVELOP an equitable and inclusive culture of giving to 
express and advance RI Humanities’ goals, vision, and values. 

Our 2023-2026 Strategic Plan prioritizes four goals  
that will guide our actions over the next three years.  

rihumanities.org/about/history

2023-26 
STRATEGIC 
PLAN 

ENTERING the 
NEXT 50 YEARS
A New Strategic Plan By and For All Rhode Islanders

The plan’s title, “By and For All Rhode Islanders,” is taken from 
our mission statement and inspires our vision of amplifying  
many voices to investigate historical and contemporary issues, 
while celebrating multifaceted perspectives and approaches.  
It is driven by our values of relevance, collaboration,  
and community. 

In recent years, Rhode Island Humanities built an organizational 
foundation of grantmaking, partnerships, and initiatives that 
empowered us to innovate, increase our impact, and expand 
our network. In 2020, with the uncertainty wrought by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and a societal sense of renewed urgency 
for racial justice, we developed an interim strategic plan to look  
deeply at  our organizational culture, practices, and structure.  
Our new strategic plan incorporates what we have learned  
during this transformational time. To fulfill our mission to  
seed, support, and strengthen humanities by and for all  
Rhode Islanders, RI Humanities will invest in methods  
that reach diverse audiences and communities through  
inclusive and accessible means, while working to  
overcome inequities and barriers to better resource 
historically underserved communities. 
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to Joseph Banigan, Samuel Pomeroy Colt,  
and the United States Rubber Company

FRIENDS OF THE POKANOKET  
TRIBE, $2,000 to Pokanoket Heritage  
Day Support

GEAR PRODUCTIONS, $2,000 to  
We Go Way, Way Back

HOPE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION,  
$2,000 to The Scituate Story Project

KINGSTON CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH, $2,000 to Witness Stones 
Project: Kingston, Rhode Island

NEWPORT ART MUSEUM, $2,000  
to ¡Qué Vivan los Muertos! A Day of the  
Dead Celebration
 
NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 
$2,000 to French in Newport Living  
History Weekend

NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY, $1,600 
to Arts & Humanities Residency at Norman 
Bird Sanctuary

PRESERVE RHODE ISLAND, $2,000  
to Jane’s Walk Providence 2023

PROVIDENCE ART CLUB, $2,000 to 
Building Bannister Panel Discussion

PROVIDENCE COLLEGE, $1,869  
to Rhode Island and the Politics of Slavery:  
The 1836 Debate Over the Gag Rule

QUEER.ARCHIVE.WORK, $2,000  
to Queer/Trans Zinefest (QTZ) 2023

RHODE ISLAND BLACK FILM 
FESTIVAL, $2,000 to  6th Annual  
Rhode Island Black Film Festival:  
Black Culture in Film

RHODE ISLAND CENTER FOR  
THE BOOK, $2,000 to Rhody Radio

SOUTH COUNTY MUSEUM, $1,975  
to Summer Speaker Series

WARREN PRESERVATION SOCIETY, 
$2,000 to Bristol County Enslaved  
History Project

DOCUMENTARY FILM  
& MEDIA GRANTS

MAJOR GRANT AWARDS
 
ARMENIAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIA-
TION OF RHODE ISLAND, $5,000 to 
Armenian Chronicles: A Living History

CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT DOCU-
MENTARY, $4,999 to Rum, Slavery, and the 
American Revolution 

COMMUNITY LIBRARIES OF 
PROVIDENCE, $4,961 to Quikuchá

GRANTMAKING
In FY23, we awarded 41 grants in support of public history, cultural heritage,  
civic education, and community engagement. At the core of our mission, 
grantmaking ensures vibrant humanities organizations and practitioners across  
the state have financial support, access to best practices in public humanities,  
and connections to Rhode Island’s vibrant cultural sector.

Making Waves, Navigating Currents of Change
The National Humanities Conference will be held in Providence this 
November. This national conference is organized by the Federation of State 
Humanities Councils and the National Humanities Alliance, with support from 
RI Humanities, and draws hundreds of attendees from across the country—
providing a unique opportunity to highlight the dynamic public humanities 
ecosystem in the Ocean State. The connection between water and human 
communities, behavior, and decisions over millennia inspires the conference’s 
theme of Making Waves, Navigating Currents of Change. 

$183,748AWARDED
2023 By the Numbers 
As we build on the impact of recovery grantmaking and invest in the future, 
RI Humanities put 68% of our annual spending directly towards grants and 
humanities initiatives in 2023. Diverse sources of public and private funding 
ensure our ability to adapt, respond, and collaborate to reach more people, 
provide resources, and enhance the cultural ecosystem statewide.  

DOCUMENTARY EDUCATIONAL  
RESOURCES, $5,000 to “Call Us  
Fishermen,” A Documentary Film on  
Women in Commercial Fishing in  
Southeast New England

MINI GRANT AWARDS 
 
TIKKUN OLAM PRODUCTIONS, 
$2,000 to Breakin’ Away

INDIVIDUAL  
RESEARCHERS

MINI GRANT AWARDS
 
MARTHA KOCH, $2,000  
to Deep Mapping Providence’s Artist-Run 
Collectives and Land-Use Regulations

MATTHEW LAWRENCE, $2,000 to 
Scandalous Conduct / Senate Inquiry

JESSICA PEARSON, $1,915 to  
The Radical Space Where Dance and  
African American Identity Grew to its  
Fullest Potential

SOPHIA RICHTER, $2,000  
to Rhode Island Fisheries Oral  
History Project

MICHAEL SIMPSON, $2,000  
to On This Day Rhode Island

BEN SISTO, $2,000  
to Reinsulator

rihumanities.org/ 
national-humanities-conference

rihumanities.org/ 
ri-civic-health-index

PEOPLE REACHED by
RI Humanities grant-funded projects15K+

PEOPLE ATTENDED  
Civic Health Index-related events1,300

RHODE TOUR USERS engaged  
with 37 tours and 366 stories45K

PEOPLE EXERIENCED  
Civic Health Index traveling exhibit26K

When we 
recognize the 

humanities as  
by and for everyone,  

our communities are 
healthier and our  

democracy is stronger. 

“ Receiving the Schwartz Prize underscores—at a time 
when it matters deeply—that humanities are essential 
to civic health and how we understand our world from 
varied perspectives.    

elizabeth francis, Executive Director

83.5% National Endowment for the  
             Humanities (NEH): General Support,  
             ARPA Relief Funding, and National  
             History Day Funding                
16.5%   Gifts, Sponsorships, Grants from     
             foundations and other funders

FY23 Revenue

34%  Humanities Initiatives      
34%  Grantmaking 
18%   Organizational Support  
14%   Fundraising       
     

FY23 Expenses                  

rihumanities.org/grants/ 
recent-grants

DEVELOP our operations and organization to promote  
diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility.  

STRENGTHEN Rhode Island’s cultural sector and civic health 
through grantmaking and humanities initiatives. 

IMPLEMENT engagement that prioritizes community  
perspectives, connects the humanities to societal challenges, 
inspires the public, and networks constituencies.  

DEVELOP an equitable and inclusive culture of giving to 
express and advance RI Humanities’ goals, vision, and values. 

Our 2023-2026 Strategic Plan prioritizes four goals  
that will guide our actions over the next three years.  

rihumanities.org/about/history

2023-26 
STRATEGIC 
PLAN 

ENTERING the 
NEXT 50 YEARS
A New Strategic Plan By and For All Rhode Islanders

The plan’s title, “By and For All Rhode Islanders,” is taken from 
our mission statement and inspires our vision of amplifying  
many voices to investigate historical and contemporary issues, 
while celebrating multifaceted perspectives and approaches.  
It is driven by our values of relevance, collaboration,  
and community. 

In recent years, Rhode Island Humanities built an organizational 
foundation of grantmaking, partnerships, and initiatives that 
empowered us to innovate, increase our impact, and expand 
our network. In 2020, with the uncertainty wrought by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and a societal sense of renewed urgency 
for racial justice, we developed an interim strategic plan to look  
deeply at  our organizational culture, practices, and structure.  
Our new strategic plan incorporates what we have learned  
during this transformational time. To fulfill our mission to  
seed, support, and strengthen humanities by and for all  
Rhode Islanders, RI Humanities will invest in methods  
that reach diverse audiences and communities through  
inclusive and accessible means, while working to  
overcome inequities and barriers to better resource 
historically underserved communities. 



2023 GRANT RECIPIENTS

RI Civic Health Index Wins National Award 
At the 2023 National Humanities Conference in Indianapolis, the Federation 
of State Humanities Councils presented the 2023 Schwartz Prize for out-
standing work in the public humanities to RI Humanities for the 2022 RI Civic 
Health Index. Produced by RI Humanities in in partnership with the National 
Conference on Citizenship and the RI Department of State, this first-ever 
report serves as an essential tool for building shared understanding and  
catalyzing action to improve civic health, including through the humanities. 

PUBLIC PROJECT  
GRANTS

MAJOR GRANT AWARDS
 
ANARCHESTRA FOUNDATION,  
$5,245 to Exploding Sound: Lecture  
and Workshop Series

CULTURAL SOCIETY, $5,000 to  
Preliminary Research for Museum of  
Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders  
(AAPI) History & Culture

DESIGNxRI, $12,000 to  
DESIGNxREDEFINE (DXRE)

FIRSTWORKS, $12,000 to  
FirstWorks “Hacking the Classics”

GENERATION CITIZEN, $11,637.50  
to Rhode Island Civic Learning Week

LITARTS RI, $8,736 to “Regenerating and 
Sustaining” with RI Creatives of Color

MANTON AVENUE PROJECT,  
$12,000 to Imagining a Healthier  
Democracy: Devising Workshops Using  
Legislative and Image Theatre

NEWPORTFILM, $12,000 to  
Community Impact Screenings

OASIS INTERNATIONAL, $10,300  
to Oasis Spring Break Youth Program

OPERATION STAND DOWN  
RHODE ISLAND, $12,000 to  
Providence Clemente Veterans Initiative

RHODE ISLAND LATINO ARTS, 
$12,000 to Las Abuelas Cuentan |  
Our Elders As Storytellers
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our network. In 2020, with the uncertainty wrought by the 
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inclusive and accessible means, while working to  
overcome inequities and barriers to better resource 
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INDIVIDUALS & 
ORGANIZATIONS  
$100 & over 

Anonymous 
Anonymous (4) 
Joan & Richard Abrams 
Candy Adriance 
Dominique Alfandre  
    & Thomas Palmer 
Onésimo Almeida &  
    Leonor Simas-Almeida 
Nancy Anderson 
Mary-Kim Arnold  
    & Matthew Derby 
Cherry Arnold  
    & Peter Goldberg 
Amy Barlow &  
    Peter Kammerer 
Reenie & Bob Barrow 
Stephanie Basile Group 
Berkelhammer  
    Family Fund 
Becca Bertrand 
Jim Betres 
Christina Bevilacqua 
Jessica & Barry Blake 
Block-Harley Family  
    Charitable Fund 
Roger Blumberg  
    & Cristina Mitchell 
Vincent Bohlinger  
    & Todd Borgerding 
Tiffini Bowers 
Elizabeth Brito

 
Winifred Brownell, PhD  
    in honor of  
    Elizabeth Francis 
Thomas & Antonia Bryson 
Vincent Buonanno 
Elizabeth Cazden
Thomas J. Chandler  
    & Lisa Smolski
Alex Chiulli
Honorable Edward Clifton  
    & Audrey Clifton
Linda & Steven Cohen
Melanie & Stephen Coon
Trudy Coxe &  
    James Gaffney
Jaffa & David Davies  
    in honor of 50th  
    anniversary year
Carol DeBoer-Langworthy
Donald D. Deignan, PhD
Betsey Delaney
Elizabeth Delude-Dix
Diane M. Disney, PhD
Sandra Enos
Linda Fain Family Fund  
    in honor of Beatrice,  
   Archie and Elaine Fain
Elaine & Barry Fain  
    Family Fund
Mohamad & Dorienne  
    Farzan in honor of  
    Antonia Farzan
Michael Fein &  
    Marjorie Feld
Stephanie P. Fortunato
Cheryl Foster in honor  
    of Elizabeth Francis

 

Elizabeth Francis
Wayne Franklin
Patricia A. Gagnon
Nancy Gaucher-Thomas
Touba Ghadessi  
    & John Richard
Marianne Gianfrancesco
Gayle L. Gifford &  
    Jonathan W. Howard
Karen Gray
Lela Hilton
Logan Hinderliter &  
    Hannah E. Parzen
Bill & Mary Hollinshead
Polly Hutcheson  
    & George Rice
James Janecek & Carol Terry
The Jeffers Family
Paula M. Krebs &  
    Claire Buck
Jane Lancaster
Michelle Le Brun
Joanne Leary
Francis J. Leazes, Jr. PhD
Steven Lubar & Lisa Theorle
Sophia Mackenzie  
    & Tom Sprenkle
Marta V. Martinez
Annu Palakunnathu  
    Matthew
Gina McDonald
Emily McHugh
Elizabeth McNab in memory  
    of William D. Metz
Miriam McRobb
Gero Meyersiek
Chas A. Miller, III

Adrienne Morris  
    & Stewart Martin
Douglass & Elizabeth Morse
John Nazarian, PhD
Kenneth Newman
Antonia Noori Farzan
Julie Nora
Clare Novak in honor  
    of Julia L. Renaud
Ken Orenstein
John & Regina Partridge
Jean & Mark Patiky
Cynthia B. Patterson
Christopher T. H. Pell
Elizabeth Beretta-Perik
Taylor M. Polites
Doug Popovich  
    & Bradley Wester
Anne Scurria & Barry Press
Scott Raker &  
    Abby Berkelhammer
Sara Rapport
Maureen Reddy  
    & Doug Best
Elaine P. Reynolds
Sarah & Craig Richardson
James P. Riley
Jeannette E. Riley  
    & Kathleen M. Torrens
Rebecca Riley  
    & David Carden
Tom Roberts
Bettina Rounds  
    & Bob Bonadies
Rep. Deborah Ruggiero
Cathy Saunders
Suzanne Scanlan
Daniel Schleifer  
    & Johanna Walczak
Peggy Sharpe
Deming & Jane Sherman
Rebecca A. Silliman
John Simmonds
Susan Smulyan
Barbara Sokoloff &  
    Herbert Rakatansky, M.D.
Pamela S. Stanton  
    & Jack O’Donnell
Josh Stenger  
    & Shannon Dolan

PHILANTHROPY THAT SUPPORTS 
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS & 
PROMOTES CIVIC HEALTH 

2023 SUPPORTERS

We are grateful for the generous support of our donors, funders,  
and sponsors. Thank you for making this work possible. 



Jonathan & Teresa Stevens
Joyce L. Stevos, PhD
Marjorie Lee Sundlun
Eric E. Sung
Mariahadessa Tallie
Marilyn Thomas
Judge O. Rogeriee Thompson
Jessica Unger
William & Alison Vareika
Sue Wagner
Sarah & David Weed
Christopher Joseph  
    Westgate, PhD
Fox Wetle
Don & Kitty Wineberg
Connie Worthington  
    & Terry Tullis
MaryKae & Mike Wright
Karin Wulf
Adler Pollock &  
    Sheehan, PC
Axis Advisors LLC /    
    AxisActs, AX
Brown University,  
    with support from  
    the Cogut Institute  
    for the Humanities,  
    John Carter Brown  
    Library, John Nicholas  
    Brown Center for Public  
    Humanities and Cultural  
    Heritage, and the  
    Pembroke Center for  
    Teaching and Research  
    on Women
Bryant University
Citrin Cooperman  
    and Company, LLP
City of Providence  
    Department of Art,  
    Culture, and Tourism

Compass
Heritage Harbor  
    Foundation
Jewish Alliance of  
    Greater Rhode Island
Johnson & Wales  
    University
Lippitt House Museum/
    Preserve Rhode Island
Providence College
Rhode Island College
Rhode Island PBS  
    Foundation
Rhode Island School  
    of Design
Roger Williams University
Salve Regina University
The Providence Athenaeum
University of Rhode Island
The Weisberg Family  
    Foundation
Wheaton College
 
 
GRANTS 
Rhode Island Humanities 
gratefully acknowledges  
the major support of:

Governor’s Workforce  
    Board of Rhode Island	
Herman H. Rose Civic,  
    Cultural and Media 
Access Fund at the  
    Rhode Island Foundation
National Endowment for  
    the Humanities	
Rhode Island Foundation	

 

INDIVIDUALS  
under $100 

Anonymous
Anonymous in honor  
    of Doug Popovich
Anonymous in memory      
    of Judy Barrett Litoff 
Morris Akinfolarin
Peter & Susan Allen  
    in honor of Tom Roberts
Kamila Barzykowski
Yvonne & Norman             
    Beauregard
Judith H. Bell
Jonathan Bell &  
    Sarah E. Zurier
Becca Bender
Beth Burnett
Len & Judy Cabral
Nancy Carignan in honor  
    of Marjory O’Toole,  
    Little Compton 
    Historical Society
Nancy & Ralf Carriuolo
Deborah Coons
Robert E. Craven, Jr, Esq.
Benjamin Cray
Morgan Devlin
Shannon Dolan
Shauna Duffy
Faith T. Edwin
Mary-Beth Fafard
Maia Farish
Allan & Ellen Fingeret
James A. Hopkins
Rachael Jeffers
Marc & Viera Levitt
Margaret Kaufer

Nancy & Charlie Kellner
Daniel Kertzner
Beverly Klyberg
Cat Laine & Peter Haas
Leonard & Linda Levin
Toby & Moshe Liebowitz
Richard A. Lobban &  
    Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban
Lia Lockhart
Patrick Malone, PhD
Eugene B. Mihaly
Mildred T. Nichols
Harry G. Potter
Judith Queen
David & Jennifer Riedel
Rekha Rosha
Rich & Jane Schweinsburg
Consuelo Sherba
Josh Short
Madeline Smith
Sylvia Ann Soares
Mary & Richard Staples
Judith Swift
Robert Tessier
Valerie Tutson
Jodie Vinson
Kate Wodehouse
Scott Wolf



2023 BOARD  
OF DIRECTORS

Doug Popovich, Chair
Tiffini Bowers, Vice Chair
Chrystal Mars Baker,    
    Secretary
Jorge Mejia, Treasurer
Kenny Alston, Esq 
Cherry Arnold
Stephanie Basile
Robert Craven, Esq
Jaffa Davies, MS
Marcia Sousa DaPonte
Antonia Noori Farzan
Emily McHugh
James P. Riley

Jeannette E. Riley, PhD
Josh Stenger, PhD
Eric E. Sung
Mariahadessa Ekere Tallie
Christopher Joseph  
    Westgate, PhD
Don E. Wineberg
 
HONORARY  
CHAIRS

Senator Jack Reed
Senator Sheldon  
   Whitehouse
 
2023 STAFF

Elizabeth Francis, PhD
Executive Director

Rachael Jeffers 
Associate Director  
of Engagement

Sophia Mackenzie 
Associate Director  
of Development 

Scott Raker 
Associate Director  
of Operations 

Julia Renaud
Associate Director of Grants  
& Humanities Initiatives

Micah Rodriguez 
Operations Coordinator

Melissa Wong 
Grants & Humanities Initiatives 
Coordinator

Jane Androski
Design Consultant

Liz Crawford
Volunteer Coordination  
Consultant (Oct 2023)

Kate Hao
Engagement Facilitator, 
RI Civic Health Index Initiative 
(Sept 2022–April 2023)

Cat Laine
Events & Communications  
Specialist (April–Oct 2023)

OUR PEOPLE

Gifts of $1,000 & over 
 
The Rhode Island Humanities 
2023 Annual Campaign 
began on November 1, 2022 
and concluded on October 
31, 2023. If you find any 
errors or omissions, we 
apologize and ask that you 
please notify us at: sophia@
rihumanities.org 
 
 
IMAGES & CREDITS 
Our thanks to Harley Avery, 
Steve Kroodsma, Cat Laine, 
Rafael Medina, and all of our 
grantees who have contributed 
photographs. 
 
rihumanities.org



In October, Rhode Island Humanities 
celebrated our 50th anniversary in a rare and exciting 
display of culture, history, and visions of civic life. 

Over 220 people attended a mini film festival; explored 
an exhibition of vivid posters for public projects that 
shaped and inspired communities; created connections 
during Leavings, the communal activity; and expressed 
hopes and dreams in the Future50 portrait studio. 

This event was free and open to the public and hosted 
at the WaterFire Arts Center in Providence. Special 
thanks to the community members who joined us, and 
to our sponsors, partners, and vendors for making this 
celebration such a success!
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William & Alison Vareika
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Sarah & David Weed
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Johnson & Wales  
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Lippitt House Museum/
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Providence College
Rhode Island College
Rhode Island PBS  
    Foundation
Rhode Island School  
    of Design
Roger Williams University

Salve Regina University
The Providence Athenaeum
University of Rhode Island
The Weisberg Family  
    Foundation
Wheaton College
 
 
GRANTS 
Rhode Island Humanities 
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    Board of Rhode Island	
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    Cultural and Media 
Access Fund at the  
    Rhode Island Foundation
National Endowment for  
    the Humanities	
Rhode Island Foundation	
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Carol DeBoer-Langworthy
Donald D. Deignan, PhD
Betsey Delaney
Elizabeth Delude-Dix
Diane M. Disney, PhD
Sandra Enos
Linda Fain Family Fund  
    in honor of Beatrice,  
   Archie and Elaine Fain
Elaine & Barry Fain  
    Family Fund
Mohamad & Dorienne  
    Farzan in honor of  
    Antonia Farzan
Michael Fein &  
    Marjorie Feld
Stephanie P. Fortunato
Cheryl Foster in honor  
    of Elizabeth Francis
Elizabeth Francis
Wayne Franklin
Patricia A. Gagnon
Nancy Gaucher-Thomas

Touba Ghadessi  
    & John Richard
Marianne Gianfrancesco
Gayle L. Gifford &  
    Jonathan W. Howard
Karen Gray
Lela Hilton
Logan Hinderliter &  
    Hannah E. Parzen
Bill & Mary Hollinshead
Polly Hutcheson  
    & George Rice
James Janecek & Carol Terry
The Jeffers Family
Paula M. Krebs &  
    Claire Buck
Jane Lancaster
Michelle Le Brun
Joanne Leary
Francis J. Leazes, Jr. PhD
Steven Lubar & Lisa Theorle
Sophia Mackenzie  
    & Tom Sprenkle
Marta V. Martinez
Annu Palakunnathu  
    Matthew
Gina McDonald
Emily McHugh
Elizabeth McNab in memory  
    of William D. Metz
Miriam McRobb
Gero Meyersiek
Chas A. Miller, III
Adrienne Morris  
    & Stewart Martin
Douglass & Elizabeth Morse
John Nazarian, PhD
Kenneth Newman
Antonia Noori Farzan

Julie Nora
Clare Novak in honor  
    of Julia L. Renaud
Ken Orenstein
John & Regina Partridge
Jean & Mark Patiky
Cynthia B. Patterson
Christopher T. H. Pell
Elizabeth Beretta-Perik
Taylor M. Polites
Doug Popovich  
    & Bradley Wester
Anne Scurria & Barry Press
Scott Raker &  
    Abby Berkelhammer
Sara Rapport
Maureen Reddy  
    & Doug Best
Elaine P. Reynolds
Sarah & Craig Richardson
James P. Riley
Jeannette E. Riley  
    & Kathleen M. Torrens
Rebecca Riley  
    & David Carden
Tom Roberts
Bettina Rounds  
    & Bob Bonadies
Rep. Deborah Ruggiero
Cathy Saunders
Suzanne Scanlan
Daniel Schleifer  
    & Johanna Walczak
Peggy Sharpe
Deming & Jane Sherman
Rebecca A. Silliman
John Simmonds
Susan Smulyan
Barbara Sokoloff &  
    Herbert Rakatansky, M.D.
Pamela S. Stanton  
    & Jack O’Donnell
Josh Stenger  
    & Shannon Dolan
Jonathan & Teresa Stevens
Joyce L. Stevos, PhD
Marjorie Lee Sundlun
Eric E. Sung
Mariahadessa Tallie
Marilyn Thomas

The Rhode Island Humanities 
2023 Annual Campaign 
began on November 1, 2022 
and concluded on October 
31, 2023. If you find any 
errors or omissions, we 
apologize and ask that you 
please notify us at: sophia@
rihumanities.org 
 
Gifts of $1,000 & over 
For listings of gifts under $100 
visit: rihumanities.org

PHILANTHROPY THAT SUPPORTS 
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS & 
PROMOTES CIVIC HEALTH 
We are grateful for the generous support of our donors, funders,  
and sponsors. Thank you for making this work possible. 

2023 BOARD  
OF DIRECTORS

Doug Popovich, Chair
Tiffini Bowers, Vice Chair
Chrystal Mars Baker,    
    Secretary
Jorge Mejia, Treasurer
Kenny Alston, Esq 
Cherry Arnold
Stephanie Basile
Robert Craven, Esq
Jaffa Davies, MS
Marcia Sousa DaPonte
Antonia Noori Farzan
Emily McHugh
James P. Riley

Jeannette E. Riley, PhD
Josh Stenger, PhD
Eric E. Sung
Mariahadessa Ekere Tallie
Christopher Joseph  
    Westgate, PhD
Don E. Wineberg
 
HONORARY  
CHAIRS

Senator Jack Reed
Senator Sheldon  
   Whitehouse
 
2023 STAFF

Elizabeth Francis, PhD
Executive Director

Rachael Jeffers 
Associate Director  
of Engagement

Sophia Mackenzie 
Associate Director  
of Development 

Scott Raker 
Associate Director  
of Operations 

Julia Renaud
Associate Director of Grants  
& Humanities Initiatives

Micah Rodriguez 
Operations Coordinator

Melissa Wong 
Grants & Humanities Initiatives 
Coordinator

Jane Androski
Design Consultant

Liz Crawford
Volunteer Coordination  
Consultant (Oct 2023)

Kate Hao
Engagement Facilitator, 
RI Civic Health Index Initiative 
(Sept 2022–April 2023)

Cat Laine
Events & Communications  
Specialist (April–Oct 2023)

OUR PEOPLE

rihumanities.org

IMAGES & CREDITS

Our thanks to Harley Avery, 
Steve Kroodsma, Cat Laine, 
Rafael Medina, and all of our 
grantees who have contributed 
photographs.

2023 ANNUAL REPORT

2023 SUPPORTERS

0
FEST

EXPLORE  
a recap of  
the day on 
our website! 

   50Fest was a who’s who  
of Rhode Island—it was  
a great experience! 
david liddle, attendee

50Fest celebrated  
the best in all of us!   
tiffini bowers, board member

rihumanities.org/ 
50-fest
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